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Summary:  Federal Guidelines require the town to convert all street signs to a retro-
reflective street sign by 2018 and increase the size of the signs.

Previous Commission Action: None

Background/Problem Discussion: During a 2009 update to the Manual on Uniform 
Traffic Control Devices (MUTCD), the federal government placed standards on street signs 
that required a degree of retro-reflectivity on regulatory and directional signs as well as an 
adjustment to the size of signs.  Street signs are included in the latter.  The town is actively 
replacing the regulatory signs in town, however there has been some disappointment with 
the idea that the town’s cast iron black and white signs (which do not meet the standards 
for retro-reflectivity).  To that end, the staff has been trying to find a way to resist the 
federal requirement and maintain our community’s history.  In 2012, the MUTCD was again 
amended, and this amendment included a historic exemption for signs that reside on low 
speed roadways which are located in a locally identified historic district, as determined 
using the federal criteria for creating a historic district.  Lower Merion, PA had a similar 
concern about their street signs, and succeeded in creating a district over the city that 
covered the signs.  Staff would like the board’s input on moving ahead with the creation of 
such a district.

Alternatives/Options:
36 CFR §60.4 provide’s that:

There must be present in such district the quality of significance in American history, 
architecture, archeology, engineering, and culture and contain sites, buildings, structures, 
and objects that possess integrity of location, design, setting, materials, workmanship, 
feeling, and association and:

(a) that are associated with events that have made a significant contribution to the 
broad patterns of our history; or

(b) that are associated with the lives of persons significant in our past; or
(c) that embody the distinctive characteristics of a type, period, or method of 

construction, or that represent the work of a master, or that possess high artistic 
values, or that represent a significant and distinguishable entity whose components 
may lack individual distinction; or



(d) that have yielded, or may be likely to yield, information important in prehistory or 
history.

Staff believes that like Lower Merion, it qualifies for district status using the main criteria, 
as well as part c of the above.  This language is consistent with the language in the town’s 
own historic preservation ordinance, 74-332 (d)(7).  The historic preservation ordinance 
allows a member of the historic preservation board, the owner of the property, or the town 
commission to apply for designation.  Following the application, the town will notice itself 
and hold a public hearing on the issue.  The person who makes the application should 
recuse themselves at that time and act as the applicant.  Because the town will be having a 
public hearing on this issue, it is important that the board remain neutral on this issue until 
evidence is provided during that hearing and you hear all sides of the issue.    

Financial Implications: The cost of replacing all street signs and making those signs retro-
reflective and larger is estimated to be around $50,000

Recommendation: Staff recommends that the one of the members of the board make 
application (staff would generate the application).  

Proposed Motion: None, the town only needs a member of the board to apply for the 
designation.   


