Summary

To	  : Mayor and Commissioners
From	  : Tom Edwards, Chief of Police
Subject : Vegetation Maintenance Standards and Overgrowth Remediation Ordinance
Date	  : May 2, 2014
______________________________________________________________________

Summary: Vegetation Maintenance Standards and Overgrowth Remediation Ordinance

Previous Commission Action: The Town Commission enacted Sec. 26-141, 26-142 & 26-143 on April 19, 1994 which requires the removal of overgrowth, provides for a procedure for failure to comply, and recording of a lien on an affected property.

Background/Problem Discussion: The existing ordinance, 26-141, requires a property owner to remove weeds and overgrowth which constitute a hazard to health, safety or proper fire control.   However, this ordinance is vague on how high a lawn has to be before it is considered overgrown, and there is no minimum height which tree branches must attain over sidewalks, streets and alleys.

The proposed ordinance is more descriptive of when a lawn is considered overgrown, and provides for a specified height which tree branches must attain over sidewalks, right-of-ways, streets and alleys.  Fire hydrants, water meters, and above ground back flow water pipes also have a clearance distance for accessibility from vegetation.  The procedure for notifying a property owner, providing for an appeal time, and either the property owner or the Town taking corrective action has been streamlined. 

Financial Implications: Overgrown lawns at vacant properties may be cut more frequently at a cost to the Town, but liens will continue to accumulate on these properties.  

Alternatives/Options: N/A

Recommendation: Staff recommends approval of Ordinance No. 498 on First Reading.

Proposed Motion: I make a motion to approve Ordinance No. 498 on First Reading.
